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the Theatre stood had originally been taken out for
twenty-one years. It expired in April 15-97. By the con-
ditions of the lease, either Burbage could renew the lease
on agreed terms, or he must remove the playhouse
building before its expiry. If he did not fulfil these con-
ditions then the building was appropriated to the ground
landlord, a man called Giles Alleyn. Alleyn proved diffi-
cult. He knew that the players did not wish to rebuild
their theatre, but he refused to offer terms which were
in any way acceptable. The wrangle continued for many
months.

Meanwhile,, on 28th July, x^975 all theatres were
peremptorily shut by order of the Privy Council. The
trouble arose through the Earl of Pembroke's players,.
who were playing at the Swan (a new playhouse erected
on the Bankside) and put on a play called The hie of Dogs.
It was a very seditious and topical comedy, and its authors
were Thomas Nashe and Ben Jonson. Jonson at this time
was an actor in Pembroke's Company, The Privy Council
were so angry that they ordered playing to cease forth-
with, and Jonson and two fellow-actors, Gabriel Spencer
and Robert Shaa, were put in prison. There was no further
playing'until the autumn.

Meanwhile, Shakespeare had gained new notoriety. For
some reason, which does not seem quite obvious nowa-
days, the subjects of Queen Elizabeth in the life's found
certain close parallels between the political situation in
the reign of Richard II and in their own times. It was
never safe to make direct comment on current affairs,
but historical plays and books which seemed,to offer